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Burundi 


Burundi: Buyoya Plans 3-Year Transition Period 
for Regime 


AB1408140496 Paris AFP in French 
1239 GMI 14 Aug 96 


|FBIS Translated Text] Bujumbura, 14 Aug (AFP) — 
The new Burundian regime formed as a result of the 25 
July coup has fixed the duration of the transition period 
at three years, and 1s willing to organize a “broad-based 
national debate.” Major Pierre Buyoya, the new Tutsi 
strongman, is expected to announce this decision this 
evening. We are confirming the transitional nature of 
the current regime which came to power on 25 July, and 
we are fixing the duration of this regime at three years,” 
Maj. Buyoya explains in an address to be broadcast to 
the nation on national radio, the text of which was sent 
to AFP 


However, Buyoya does not specify whether elections 
will be held. In the address, Mr. Buvoya also responds 
to “widespread suspicions about the personal ambitions” 
of the new Burundian leaders. 


The bloodless 25 July coup d'etat toppled Hutu Pres- 
ident Sylvestre Nubantunganya, who is still seeking 
refuge at the residence of the U.S. ambassador ‘9 Bu- 
jumbura, and brought to power Maj. Pierre Buyoya, a 
member of the minority Tutsi group and president of 
Burund: from 1987 to 1993. 


Burundi: Buyoya Says Transitional Government To 
Last 3 Years or Less 


FA1408213196 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radwo in Kirundi 1700 GMT 14 Aug 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] After the change of government 
in Burundi, followed by the announcement by the 
new head of state of a program to save the country, 
some people do not believe that the program will be 
implemented. The head of state has just made an address 
in which he assured Burundians and foreigners that 
he would implement his program since it is important 
and needs a lot of resources. The program is mainly 
related to the return of peace, so that justice 1s resumed 
as normal and those who fled their homes return to 
them. This will be followed by debates which will lead 
Burundians to genuine democracy. 


President Buyoya also said that the transitional gov- 
ernment would last for three years or even less. He 
added that the transitional assembly wall start its work 
in September and will be made up of former deputies in 
addition to others who have a big say in the country’s 
lite. He said that a group of wisemen will be set up 
which will be advising government institutions. Presi- 
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dent Buyoya took the opportunity to ask Burundians and 
the internauional community to trust and support the pro- 
gram and help in its implementation for the good of all 
Burundians. 


Burundi: Government Limits Use of Its Cars; Food 
Prices Increase 


EA1408214796 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in Kirundi 1700 GMT 14 Aug 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] After the closure of routes 
used to transport our goods to Burundi, while our leaders 
continue to explain the reason behind the change of 
government, some measures have already been adopted 
before neighboring countries understand the situation 
prevailing in Burundi. [passage omitted] 


It is prohibited for government vehicles to be used after 
1630 GMT and at the weekend. Following the rationing 
of fuel, transport costs have increased. This has led 
to the increase in prices of basic necessities including 
foodstuffs which were already high. [passage omitted] 


Burundi: Buyoya Favors Talks With Factions, 
Urges End to Violence 


LD1S508082896 Paris Radio France International 
in French 0730 GMT 15 Aug 96 


([FBIS Translated Excerpt} Major Pierre Buyoya, the 
new strong man in Burundi, has said he needs three 
years to set up new insututions and unite the Burundian 
nation. [passage omitted] 


Buyoya promised to start a wide-ranging national debate 
in October, at the end of which political parties may be 
reauthorized. He also appealed for dialogue with armed 
factions: 

{Begin Buyoya recording] | am really determined to 
start open and frank talks with those who have taken 
up arms to press for their political demands. I would 
like to reaffirm this commitment: I am determined to 
respect it. However, I ask those who are stabbing the 
Burundian people in the back to give up violence and 
any ideology of genocide. It is on this condition and on 
this condition alone that I will extend my hand toward 
them and seek a constructive dialogue. [end recording] 


Buyoya made this address last night on Burundian 
national radio. 


Burundi: Wife, Foreign Minister on 
Ntibantunganya’s Condition 

LD1408142196 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1230 GMT 14 Aug 96 


{FBIS Translated Text] [Announcer] The last two 
Sabena flights from Bujumbura landed in Brussels this 


This report may contain copyrighted maternal. Copying 2n¢ dissemination 
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morning. Among the passengers was Pascasie Minani, 
wife of ousted President Sylvestre Ntibantunganya 
who has sought refuge at the residence of the U.S. 
ambassador. 


Last night Minani was booed at the airport by people 
who wanted to leave and were waiting in the hall. 


Minani, who was interviewed in Brussels this morning 
by (Gaelle Perriot), explained why she had travelled on 
her own. More importantly, she made public a message 
from her husband: 


{Begin recording} (Minani] He has been prevented from 
leaving. Right now he is safe because he is at the 
residence of the U.S. ambassador in Burundi, but he 
is not free to move about and does not enjoy his rights 
and freedom. 


He wants legality to be restored in Burundi, democ- 
racy to be restored in Burundi. He also wants the sanc- 
tions implemented by the countries in the subregion to 
be supported by the international community, because 
these sanctions aim to restore long-lasting peace. Peo- 
ple should not support a coup. People have already ex- 
pressed themselves in Burundi, and this should not be 
trampled. 


[Perriot} Did you have any security problems when you 
left yesterday? 


{Minami} When we began to make preparations for 
the departure, we saw that the residence of the U.S. 
ambassador was being assailed by gendarmes and we 
asked what was happening. We were told: Nobody is 
allowed to go out. The ambassador had to make phone 
calls here and there to ask what was happening, and 
we were finally told there was a misunderstanding. [end 
recording] 


[Announcer] Minani says Ntuibantunganya is not free to 
move about. 


This is not true, the Burundi foreign minister has 
retorted. He is currently on a private visit to Paris. He 
was interviewed by Boniface Vignon: 


[Begin recording] (Rukingama] We have already of- 
fered him permission to leave on a number of occasions. 
He has a status that confers a number of advantages to 
the outgoing president. He is going to enjoy this status 
and organize his life differently. I think he is not short 
of work. He still has energy. 


[Vignon] Is he free to move about? 


[Rukingama] He is totally free to move about. I think 
that most of those dignitaries who are still at foreign 
embassies probably remain because they have chosen 
to stay for some time yet. They are under no constraint, 
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and proof is that most of those who spent the first nights 
al foreign diplomatic missions have returned to their 
homes, including a number of people who were believed 
to be very close to former President Nubantunganya. 
{end recording] 


[Announcer] Burundi Foreign Minister Luc Rukingama 
was received for one hour this morning by Henri Lopez, 
deputy secretary general of UNESCO. UNESCO wants 
a rapid return to democratic legitimacy in Burundi. 


Burundi: Country Said ‘Totally Cut off From 
Outside World’ 


BR1408130496 Brussels LE SOIR in French 
14 Aug 96 pl 


{Report by Colette Braeckman] 


[FBIS Translated Text} The iron grip of ‘friendly 
nations” has closed tight around Burundi which is now 
totally cut off from the outside world following the coup 
d'etat. The radical nature of the sanctions is a first on 
a continent which has seen so many coups d'etat in the 
past. The firmness c f Burundi’s neighbors is perhaps due 
to the recent nature of their conversion to democracy. 


Despite the petrol rationing and the departure of some 
400 foreigners on Sabena's last two flights out on 
Tuesday [13 August] evening, the Burundians have 
adopted a philosophical attitude, believing that the 
blockade will not last. Neighboring countries want 
a return to civilian government, even if the future 
of President Ntibantunganya seems to be seriously 
compromised (his wife was allowed to leave, but 
FRODEBU [Front for Democracy in Burundi] officials 
were not). 


Giving in to requests from humanitarian organizations, 
Tanzania has allowed food convoys to pass. European 
countries are being less intransigent than the African 
countries: Paris does not approve of the embargo and 
Brussels hopes that President Buyoya will soon initiate 
a process including negotiations with all the political 
parties (the rebel Hutus led by Leonard Nyangoma 
included), the restoration of the role of parliament, 
security for leading figures who have sought refuge 
in embassies, and the deployment of human rights 
observers. These wishes could well be met, except for 
one: The reestablishment of political parties which are 
seen as one of the causes of the division or even the 
ethnic hatred. 


This report may contain copynghted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Burundi: Secret UN Report on 1993 Killings 
Quoted 

BR1408140996 Brussels LE SOIR in French 
14-15 Aug 96 p6 


[Report by Colette Braeckman] 


(FBIS Translated Text} The report by the UN committee 
of inquiry into the events of October 1993 has already 
caused a great deal of ink to flow, without ever having 
been made public: Indeed, following its submission to 
the UN secretary general and the acting chairman of the 
Security Council, its contents were judged so explosive 
that, as a means of cooling the situation, in order not 
tO prompt a coup (!), it was decided to keep it strictly 
confidential. Since events developed rapidly in Burundi 
and a coup did take place, some very lengthy excerpts 
from this document were made available to us. The most 
Significant passages are as follows: 


The first part of the inquiry concerns the assassination 
of President Melchior Ndadaye on the night of 21 
October 1993, which has been attributed to the military. 
In this connection the committee of inquiry states 
that its members “had access to evidence only from 
officers" and that the latter "had plenty of time to 
compare their notes and statements against the official 
version of events given by the Burundian Army.” This 
preliminary observation notwithstanding, the committee 
points out that, despite the allegations made, “there 
was no confrontation between the ‘attackers’ of the 
presidential palace and its ‘defenders,’ nobody was 
killed, and no vehicles were damaged.” The report 
states that "when he left his palace President Ndadaye 
was in fact under arrest in an armored car, and if he 
‘asked’ to be taken to Muha camp, it was primarily 
in order to protect the lives of his wife and children.” 
The committee also states that "no attempt was made 
to protect the president, though armored vehicles were 
able to travel freely and even though the Zairian border 
was only 20 km away. The president was carried in 
an armored vehicle only to hand him over to the rebel 


troops. 


The report forms a tough analysis of the conduct of 
the senior officers who, having met in their mess, did 
nothing to defend the head of state: “They displayed 
either complicity, extreme negligence, or cowardice.” 


Challenging the Army's official account of events, the 
report ponders at length the precise role played by Army 
Chief of Staff Colonel Bikomagu, who “was in actual 
control of the ‘Crisis Committee’” that established 
itself, with Prime Minister Ngeze as its straw man. 
The investigators reconstructed Colonel Bikomagu's 
activities during the days leading up to the coup 
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and on the fatal night itself. They identified some 
inconsistencies, such as the fact that he claimed to have 
been threatened by "rebels" but was nevertheless able 
to travel around in his own vehicle... 


Having reconstructed the circumstances of President 
Ndadaye’s death and having pointed out that Colonel 
Bikomagu confined himself to saving the head of state's 
family, the committee concludes that “the assassination 
of President Ndadaye and of the person that could 
constitutionally have been his successor was planned tn 
advance, as part of a coup d'etat designed to overthrow 
him. This plan and the execution of the coup were 
carried out by very senior General Staff officers.” 
However, the committee does not believe that it can 
“identify the individuals who could be asked to answer 
for this crime before the courts." 


FRODEBU’s Moment of Truth 


So much for the Army, implicated at the very highest 
level in the president's assassination. The committee of 
inquiry also examined the events following the coup, 
marked by the massacre of tens of thousands of Tuts: 
civilians and by reprisals by the military. 


The committee of inguiry’s report begins by draw- 
ing attention to certain facts: "The roads were blocked 
throughout the country by felled trees and barred 
bridges. Some local authorities now still in office or- 
dered their administrations to carry out this work, which 
is unprecedented in Burundi.” Article 465 of the re- 
port continues as follows: “In most of the municipal- 
ities where the inquiry was conducted, the closure of 
roads was followed, in places under the contro! of the 
government or of the FRODEBU [Front for Democ- 
racy in Burundi} authorities, by the capture of all Tutsi 
men, and in some cases of Hutus belonging to UPRONA 
(Union for National Progress}, and by their transporta- 
tion to certain locations, where they were held.” Article 
466 stresses that “the killing of these hostages began 
when news of President Ndadaye’s death was learned 
from Rwandan radio. The killing began on the evening 
of 21 October or the next day, and few Hutu hostages 
belonging to UPRONA were killed... 


"Purthermore, the massacres soon also included Tutsi 
women and children, whose homes were burned down. 
The massacre of Tutsis of both sexes spread, but in some 
places Tutsi women were spared, some of them having 
been raped or taken prisoner.” 


The report goes on to describe the Army's response: 
"The gendarmes and soldiers tried with difficulty to 
open a way through the felled trees. When they reached 
the places where the Tutsis had been massacred, they 
saved the survivors and engaged in the indiscnminate 


is report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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killing of Hutus, someumes helped by the survivors 
themselves.... As the soldiers left the main roads, the 
Hutus fled to the hills, and the killers among them thus 
extended the massacre of the Tutsis to villages that had 
been spared unul that me. Thus on Friday 21 October 
and the following days the massacre of Tutsis by Hutus 
and the killing of Hutus by troops spread in two ever 
widening circles. 


Hatred Sown From Above 


The report rejects the theory of a “supposed ancestral 
hatred between the Hutus and Tutsis” or of the peasants’ 
‘spontaneous rage:" It points out that in the hills "no 
Hutu ever accused his Tutsi neighbors of having taken 
part in the massacres that occurred after 1972 and that 
were perpetrated by the military dictatorships.” 


Point 473 of the report states therefore that “the wide- 
spread massacre of Tutsis — men, women, and chil- 
dren — in the hills and throughout the country cannot 
be attributed to a spontaneous response by Hutu peas- 
ants against their neighbors. It 1s a clear fact that many 
ordinary Hutu peasants took part in the massacres only 
in response to the urgings and example of their leaders, 
who were present wherever the massacres occurred." 


Stressing the country’s poverty, the report states that 
the “hunger for land” could explain why so many Tutsi 
homes were burned down or pillaged and points out 
that the example of the repeated massacres in Rwanda 
inspired the killers in Burundi. 


The report stresses more specifically Rwanda’s nega- 
uve influence on FRODEBU: “FRODEBU leaders at 
all levels, including the party's founders, spent years 
in exile in Rwanda after 1972. From its foundation 
FRODEBU was strongly supported by the Rwandan 
president and his party, and this could not fail to influ- 
ence FRODEBU's Hutu officials, from the leadership 
down to the grassroots.” 


Point 478 of the report levels charges directly at 
FRODEBU: “Some Hutu officials belonging to 
FRODEBU and some municipal officials incited their 
fellow countrymen to commit massacre.” Though the 
committee declines to express an opinion on whether 
or not there really was a predetermined plan, the report 
does state, however, that the execution of hostages — 
‘an unprecedented event in Burundi” — was indeed de- 
cided on in cold blood when local officials and leaders 
belonging to FRODEBU were informed of President 
Ndadaye's arrest and well before the report of his 
death was confirmed: “These executions were carried 
out immediately against Tutsi men and youngsters, 
irrespective of their political leanings.” The committee 
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concludes: "It is impossible to believe that such acts 
could have been a spontaneous local iniuative.” 


The analysis goes further, claiming that acts of genocide 
took place: "When the massacre of the Tutsis took 
place it was not merely a hostile act committed by one 
political group against another, but an attempt to destroy 
the Tutsis as an ethnic group.” 


In conclusion, the report stresses that “acts of genocide 
were perpetrated against the Tutsi minority on 21 Oc- 
tober and during the following days, on the instigation, 
and with the involvement, of a number of municipal offi- 
cials and leaders belonging to FRODEBU. The commit- 
tee considers that it has insufficient evidence to establish 
whether these acts of genocide were planned or ordered 
at a higher level.” It nevertheless concludes that “some 
senior FRODEBU leaders planned in advance what re- 
sponse to make to a possible coup by the army, and this 
response included the barring of the roads, the arming 
of the Hutus, and the taking of hostages among male 
and young Tutsis. The plan was conveyed in advance 
to a number of local FRODEBU leaders.” 


One of the final paragraphs in the report's conclusions 
concerns the Army: It states that “members of the 
Army and the gendarmerie, as well as Tutsi civilians, 
were guilty of the indiscriminate killing of Hutus — 
men, women, and children.” Though no evidence can 
be produced of the planning of this repression, the 
report nevertheless concludes that “no effort was made 
by the military authorities to prevent or to end such 
acts, and this points to the responsibility of the military 
authorities.” 


The document ends with an impassioned plea for an 
end to impunity and the establishment of an impartial 
system of justice. 


Last, we would point out that although the document 
analyzes the events at length, it does not name any guilty 
parties, whether members of the military or FRODEBU 
leaders. Contrary to what may have been asserted on the 
basis of rumors, the document does not accuse President 
Buyoya either, who at the time accepted the victory of 
his rival, Melchior Ndadaye. 


Chad 


Chad: AFP Provides Names of Cabinet Members 


AB1 308163096 Paris AFP in French 
1709 GMT 12 Aug 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Ndjamena, 12 Aug (AFP) — 
The lineup of the new Chadian Government formed in 
the wake of President Idmss Deby’s inauguration is as 
follows: 


This report may contain copynghted matenal. Copying and dissemination 
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Prime Minuster Koibla, Dumasta 
Mimster of Foreign Affairs Kebzabc a, Saleh (new) 
Mimster of Justice and Keeper of the Seals Nadjo, Abdelkanm (new) 


Minster of Interior and Secunty 


Hamata, Mahamat Nimur (new) 


Minister of Finance 


Daoussa, Bichara Cherif (new) 


Minster of Planning and Cooperation 


Nadjtan, Yamtebaye (former C.vmmerce minister 


Mimster of Armed Forces 


Togoimi, Youssouf (unchanged) 


Minster of National Education 


Yamassoum, Nagoum (new) 


Mimeter of Public Health 


Younouss, Kedellah (new) 


Minster of Rural Development 


Fadel, Mahamat Zene Ali (unchanged) 


Mameter of Animal Husbandry 


Noun, Mahamat (former interior minister) 


Mimeter of Public Works and Transport [utle as received] 


Hisseine, Mahamout (new) 


Minister of Tourssm and Eavironment 


Kelo, Odering Goulaye (new) 


Minister of Mines, Energy, and Onl 


Mosda, Ngargos (unchanged) 


Minister of Communication and Government Spokesman [ude as 
received) 


Mbam, Youssouf Mbodou (unchanged) 


Minister of Women's Affars [utle as received] 


Senoussi, Aziza Ahmat (new) 


Minister Posts and Telecommunications 


Tombalbaye, Salomon Ngarbaye (new) 


Minister of Culture, Youth, and Sports 


Koulammallah, Abdramane (new) 


Minister of Civil Service [utle as received] 


Djidda, Ousmane (new) 


Minister of Commerce and Industry 


Garba, Salibou (former civil service minister) 


Minister Delegate to the Prime Minister in charge of Decentralization 


Dandi, Ketem (former posts mimster) 


Secretary of State for Intenor [utle as received] 


Ngarbaroum, Ngartola (new) 


Secretary of State for Finance and Data Processing [ttle as received] 


Almoun, Nsarharamat (unchanged) 


Secretary of State for Planaing and Cooperation 


Alifei, Moustapha Ali (new) 


Secretary of State for the Armed Forces [utle as received] 


Kadjalami, Oumar (new) 


Secretary of State for National Education 


Alifa, Dybrine (former public works minister) 


Secretary of State for Rural Development 


Abdoulaye, Abdoulaye Mahamat (new) 


Secretary of State for Public Works [ttle as received] 


Ngare, Mahamat Abba (new) 


Secretary of State for Commerce [utle as received] 


Miatamare, Mrs. Deneran (new) 


Government Spokesman 


Nour, Manam Mahamat (new) 
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Eritrea 


Eritrea: Government Rejects Yemeni Accusations 
as ‘Baseless’ 

EA1408182596 Asmara Voice of the Broad Masses of 
Eritrea in Tigrinya 1600 GMT 14 Aug 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] The Eritrean Government has 
rejected as baseless, Yemeni accusations that Eritrea has 
carried out illegal military activities in contravention of 
the 21 May agreement. 


In a statement issued today, the Foreign Ministry noted 
that the Eritrean Government would follow a clear, 
legal and peaceful path toward the solving of the 
conflict with Yemen and added that many developments 
had been achieved from the several meetings already 
held. The statement went on to say that the Eritrean 
Government had no reason whatsoever to reject the 
genuine arbitration process and to resort to illegal means 
to achieve its objectives. 


Kenya 


Kenya: Moi Discusses Burundi Sanctions With 
OAU Secretary General 


EA1408213996 Nairobi Kenya Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 
1600 GMT 14 Aug 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] President Daniel arap Moi to- 
day at State House, Nairobi, held a one-hour discussion 
on [the] implementation of economic sanctions against 
Burundi with the Organization of African Unity’s sec- 
retary general, Dr. Salim Ahmed Salim. Also present 
during the discussions were the minister for foreign 
affairs and international cooperation, Stephen Kalonzo 
Musyoka, Permanent Secretary Dr. Sally Kosgey and 
the chief of protocol, Mutuma Kathurima. 


Kenya: Visiting OAU Head Comments on Burundi 
Sanctions 

EA1508110496 Nairobi KBC Television Network 

in English 1800 GMT 14 Aug 96 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] While addressing the press in 
Nairobi today, OAU [Organization of African Unity] 
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secretary general Dr. Salim Ahmed Salim said the sanc- 
tions imposed on Burundi are not aimed at punishing 
the people of Burundi, but they are to  nsure that the 
conditions laid down by the regional leaders summit in 
Arusha [northern Tanzania} are adhered to. These in- 
clude the lifting of bans on the political parties, init- 
ation of negotiations with all political parties, and the 
restoration of a democratic government in Burundi. Dr. 
Salim said the duration of the sanctions will depend on 
how quickly Burundi complies with the conditions. 


Dr Salim was met at the airport by an assistant minister 
for foreign affairs and international cooperation, Shel- 
don Muchilwa, and other ministry officials. 


Somalia 


Somalia: Aidid Chairs Ruling Council Meeting 


EA1508105396 (Clandestine) Radio Mogadishu Voice 
of the Masses of the Somali Republic in Somali 
1700 GMT 14 Aug 96 


[FBIS Translated Text) A meeting of the National 
Governing Council chaired by the president of the 
Republic of Somalia, Mr. Hussein Mohamed Aidid, was 
today held at the Presidency in Mogadishu. During the 
meeting, political, economic and security issues as well 
as the progress of the state’s various activities, were 
discussed. 


Each of the vice presidents of the Republic briefed 
the president on the administrative and state activities 
of which they are in charge. The president and the 
vice presidents discussed detailed reports on economic, 
political, security and social affairs. The meeting ended 
On a positive and successful note. 


This report may contain copyrighted matenal. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners 
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Angola 


Angola: Ambassador to Cuba Dismissed, Appointed 
Education Minister 


MB1408201496 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 14 Aug 96 


“Decree” issued by Angolan President Jose Eduardo 
dos Santos in Luanda on 14 August — read by 
announcer} 


{[FBIS Translated Text] For administrative reasons and 
using the powers conferred upon me by Paragraph G of 
Article 66 and Article 74 of the Constitution, under the 
proposal of the prime minister of the Republic of An- 
gola, I relieve Antonio Boletim da Silva Neto from the 
post of ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary 
of the Republic of Angola in the Republic of Cuba to 
which he was appointed through Decree No.60/93 on 
15 October 1993. 


[Signed] Jose Eduardo dos Santos, president of the 
Republic. 


Antonio Boletim da Silva Neto is at present the minister 
of education 


Angola: UNITA Fails To Meet Troop Confinement 
Deadline 


MB1508055396 London BBC World Service 
in English 0530 GMT 15 Aug 96 


[From the “African News” program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The former Angolan rebel 
movement, UNITA [National Union for the Total In- 
dependence of Angola], has failed to meet the deadline 
set by the United Nations for the demobilization of more 
than 60,000 of its troops as part of a peace agreement 
signed with the Angolan Government. 


liowever, UNITA has sent over 50,000 soldiers into 
specially created camps run by the United Nations and 
maintains it remains fully committed to peace. Under 
the peace accord, 26,000 UNITA troops and 18 of its 
generals are due to be incorporated into the national 
army. 


Botswana 


Botswana: Masire Said Planning To Step Down as 
President 


MB/408131096 Gaborone THE BOTSWANA 
GAZETTE in English 31 Jul 96 p 2 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] President Sir Ketumile Masire 
who was turning 71 last Tuesday (23 July] told journal- 
ists that he was planni:.g to step down as President. 
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President Masire would not disclose when he intends to 
retire, but his announcement has stoked speculations that 
the recent Botswana Democratic Party Constitutional 
amendments were aimed at preparing for a smooth take 
over by Vice President Festus Mogae. 


According to the BDP [Botswana Democratic Party] 
amended Constitu.on, the Vice President would auto- 
matically take over when the President steps down. Sir 
Ketumile further told the pressmen to forget about ever 
seeing the Scotland Yard report on the murder two years 
ago of a 14-year-old Mochudi school girl Segametsi 
Mogomotsi. 


He said: "You can forget about getting the Segametsi 
report". He added that “it is not in the nature of our 
conduct of business that police reports are publicised.” 


Sir Ketumile explained that the docket on Segametsi’s 
murder case is still open and police investigations 
are continuing. "The police are seeking information 
and they must not compromise their investigations by 
releasing the information,” he said. 


In another development the Botswana Defence Force 
[BDF] this week received some second hand German 
made military hardware it had bought from Holland 
along with the controversial Leopard Tanks. 


A spokesman of the BDF Public Affairs Department. 
Captain Joshua Poloko on Monday issued a press 
Statement inviting journalists to come anid view the latest 
BDF purchase. 


This comes a week after German Vice Chancellor, Dr 
Klaus Kinkel told Botswana to forget about getting the 
second hand German made Leopards it has bought from 
Holland. The sale of the tanks ran into trouble because 
of an agreement between Germany and the Netherlands 
that the tanks could only be sold to another NATO 
country. It is understood however that Germany decided 
to let the other BDF order through. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and disseminauion 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Cote d’Ivoire 


Cote d’Ivoire: Former Youth, Sports Minister 
Under House Arrest 


AB1 508093396 London BBC World Service 
in English 0630 GMT 15 Aug 96 


(From the "Network Africa” program; hosted by Ben 
Dotse: Malor]} 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} [Malor] The sports minister of 
Ivory Coast [Cote d'Ivoire] has found himself under 
house afrest over charge: ‘2 was involved in 
an alleged coup plot las: ye. — -=neral Robert Guei, 
who was the army ch °! of saff during last year’s 
elections, had appareni ect sed to use soldiers to 
deal with feared opposition .. «nce. Gen. Guei has just 
returned from the Olympic games in Atlanta. On the 
line to Abidjan earlier this morning, I asked the BBC's 
French service correspondent, Wagdi Othman, for the 
background to the story: 


[Begin recording] [Othman] In fact, all started on the 
eve of the October 1995 presidential election won by 
President Henri Konan Bedie. Apparently, President 
Bedie asked the Army to intervene to stop attempt by 
the opposition to disrupt the election and Robert Guei 
apparently responded that he was not prepared to do 
that hecause that was not the role of the Ivorian Army. 
He said that that was the role of the police. From that 
moment, he lost his position of army chief of staff and 
the president gave him a new position, a new ministry 
was created for him — the Ministry of Civic Service — 
and since then nothing happened. 


(Malor] A lot of people would have found it strange that 
somebody who was seen as against the president was 
them given a post in the cabinet. 


{Othman} That was a surprise in Abidjan. In fact, after 
the election in January, President Bedie gave him a new 
post of minister of sports and nobody could understand 
why the man he blamed for indiscipline in the Army 
suddenly had that position and a lot of people were 
try;ag to explain that by saying that maybe the president 
was trying not to discontent the Army. 


{Malor] What about the fact that the whole issue has 
only just now come to the surface? 


[Othman] I think the president was very cautious and 
wanted to calm things down in the Army. In May, 
the president received a committee of the high-ranking 
officers from the Army and they told him that they 
wanted to see some Army officers disciplined. That was 
a direct allusion to what happened when Robert Guei 
was army chief of staff. 
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[Malor} Does it mean some top military brass in the 
Ivory Coast were calling for Robert Guei to be sacnficed 
and disciplined? 


{Othman} | think they were calling for that exactly and 
they wanted him to pay for what was almost a coup 
attempt against President Bedie because that was a very 
delicate moment when President Bedie was trying to be 
reelected and by saying no, the Army won't be deployed 
in the streets of Abidjan and in the rest of the country, 
somehow Robert Guei was undermining the position of 
the president. 


{Malor} Well, on the whole, 11 is the first time in recent 
years that a coup plot has been mentioned in the Ivory 
Coast. How much is this an indication of insecurity 
surrounding the Bedie government in the Ivory Coast 
now? 


[Othman] It seems the events in October 1995S leave 
a little unease in the Army mainly because the Army 
is now perceived as not that safe because people are 
thinking maybe the Army will try to venture in the 
political arena. This has never happened it: the Ivory 
Coast. + lot of people are now suspicious of this Army 
and there's been a lot of reshuffle in the Army. A lot of 
commanders have been demoted and new personalities 
are leading this Army, and I think that the government 
is now trying to change this army and make it more to 
its own image. [end recording] 


Gambia 


Gambia: Government Lifts 2-Year Ban on Political 
Parties 


AB1 508085596 Paris AFP in Enelish 
0135 GMT 15 Aug 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] 


Banjul, Aug 15 (AFP) — The military regime in Gama 
has lifted a two-yeag-old ban on political parties less 
than a week after’ voters massively approved a new 
constitution paving the way for a return to democracy. 


A statement from the military government led by 
Captain Yahya Jammeh said Wednesday {14 August] 
that party politics outlawed after the army takeover of 
July 22, 1994, could resume as of Wednesday 


The new constitution was approved in a referendum 
last Thursday by 70.4 percent to 29.6 percent. In his 
decree, Jammeh warned however that people engaging 
in political activity would have to conform to new 
constitutional rules banning parties based on tribal, 
religious, regional, sexual or other sectarian lines 


The decree also said that “certain people’ and ‘certain 
parties” which it did not identify would be forbidden 


This report may contain copynghted matenal. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 
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from engaging in political activity because of their 
involvement in the “mismanagement” of the country 
over the past 30 years, This restriction was taken as 
applying to former president Sir Dawda Jawara - the 
man Jammeh overthrew - senior members of the former 
regime and Sir Dawda’s People’s Progressive Party. 


Three days ago, the military government banned Sir 
Dawda and 10 of his aides from holding public office, 
for 20 years. The decision followed the publication of a 
report [words indistinct) committee of enquiry into the 
assets of senior members of the old regime. The move 
will prevent Sir Dawda from taking part in presidential 
elecuons, officially scheduled for September 11. 


The decree made no reference to these elecuons which 
the electoral commission would prefer to postpone for 
three months to allow political parties to reorganise. 
The presidential polls are supposed to be followed in 
December by legislative elecuions. No reaction from 
Gambian political leaders was available Wednesday 
night to the lifting of the ban on political activity. 


Mali 


Mali: Iranian Envoy Submits Message From 
Rafsanjani 

LD1408212196 Tehran IRNA in English 

1150 GMT 14 Aug 96 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] Tehran, Aug. 14, IRNA — 
Malian President Alpha Oumar Konare on Wednesday 
{14 August] received a message from his Iranian coun- 
terpart President Akbar Hashemi-Rafsanjani. The mes- 
sage was submitted by Iranian Minister of Construction 
Jihad Gholam Reza Foruzesh. Appreciating President 
Rafsanjani's attention to expansion of bilateral cooper- 
ation, Konare said that he considered Iran something 
more than a government. According to the information 
department of the foreign ministry the Malian president 
voiced his country’s readiness to have all-out coopera- 
tion with Tehran. 


Foruzesh on his part, said that Iran is ready and inter- 
ested in broadening relauons with the western African 
country. The Iranian official arrived in Bamako on Tues- 
day heading a high ranking delegation to participate in 
the Iran-Mali joint politico-economic and cultural com- 
mission. He expressed hope that the commission would 
prepare the ground for further cooperation between Iran 
and Mali. 
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Nigeria 


Nigeria: Newspaper Chief Editor Reportedly 
Tortured During Detention 


AB 1508090096 Paris AFP in English 
0048 GMT 15 Aug 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) Lagos, Aug 15 (AFP) — A 
leading figure of the Nigerian press whose group has 
published several articles about persons close to military 
ruler Sani Abacha, spent his third night in custody 
Wednesday [14 August], a member of his staff told 
AFP. 


Bayo Onanuga, editor of the Lagos-based P.M. News, 
an evening newspaper and managing director of the 
Independent Communications Network, was arrested 
in his office Monday along with one of his senior 
editors Babafemi Ojudu, the source said. Babafemmi was 
released Tuesday and claimed to have been tortured 
by security agents who arrested him, the P.M. reported 
Wednesday evening. He is still in the hospital where he 
is being treated for injuries sustained during the torture, 
the paper said. 


The newspaper did not say why the two editors were ar- 
rested or where Onanuga was being detained. The head- 
line story in last week's edition of The News magazine, 
published by Onanuga’s press group, focussed on the 
rising profile of Maryam Abacha, the wife of the mili- 
tary head of state, General Sani Abacha. 


This week's edition of the same magazine portrays the 
oil minister, Chief Dan Etete, as an “untouchable” by 
General Abacha. The cover story, entitled “the man 
Abacha cannot touch” portrays the minister as the most 
powerful in the head of state's cabinet. 


“He (Etete) is close to the General and (he) often flaunts 
this direct access to advantage. Many see him as an 
obedient servant, an untouchable’, the paper wrote. 


Sierra Leone 


Sierra Leone: Confrontation ‘Mounts’ Between 
President, Parliament 


AB 1408185396 London BBC World Service 
in English 1505 GMT 14 Aug 96 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Sparks are sull flying in the 
mounting confrontation between President Tejan Kab- 
bah of Sierra Leone and the country’s Parliament. The 
Parliament has been picking the president's proposed 
legislation to pieces and has been giving the thumbs 
down to the president's ministerial appointments. Tem- 
pers are getting frayed: President Kabbah slugged off 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
1s prohibited without permission of the copynght owners. 
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the appointments committee and Parliament for alleged 
hepousm and tnbalism. For now, Parliament's come- 
hack. From Freetown, Victor Sylver telexed this report: 


A spokesman for the appointments committee, Osman 
Kamara, told a very crowded house yesterday that their 
action had been in good faith and in the interest of 
the nation. He described as unfounded and unfortunate 
the president's accusations of nepotism, ethnicism, and 
tribalism. He also rejected President Ahmed Tejan 
Kabbah's claims that by blocking his appointments 
Parliament was usurping the powers of the executive, 
adding that despite the fact they hold the president and 
his office in very high esteem, it is Parliament's duty to 
ensure that all those who ho'd public office are worthy 
of their appointment. 


The committee's spokesman insisted: We are not a 
rubber-stamping Parliament as was the case in the past. 
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The executive must do its homework properly before 
proposing names. 


Turning to the president's advisers, Mr. Kamara said 
that they must ensure that they do not get carried away 
by considerations other than the national interest. The 
word around Parliament yesterday afternoon was that 
members felt hurt and humiliated by President Ahmed 
Tejan Kabbah's claims that his nominees were rejected 
on flimsy and unsubstantiated allegations. 


Observers here believe that because Sierra Leone, for 
the first time ever, has five political parties, confronta- 
tions between Parliament and executive are bound to 
occur until a proper system of checks and balances is 
instituted to control the executive president and all gov- 
ernment functionaries. 
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